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Phonics at CEC
What are Phonics?
Words are made up from small units of sound called phonemes. Phonics teaches children to be able
to listen carefully and identify the phonemes that make up each word. This helps children to learn to
read words and to spell words
In phonics lessons children are taught three main things:
GPCs
They are taught GPCs. This stands for grapheme phoneme correspondences. This simply means that
they are taught all the phonemes in the English language and ways of writing them down. These
sounds are taught in a particular order. The first sounds to be taught are s, a, t, p.
Blending
Children are taught to be able to blend. This is when children say the sounds that make up a word
and are able to merge the sounds together until they can hear what the word is. This skill is vital in
learning to read.
Segmenting
Children are also taught to segment. This is the opposite of blending. Children are able to say a word
and then break it up into the phonemes that make it up. This skill is vital in being able to spell words.

At our school we follow the Letters and Sounds phonic programme.
Letters and Sounds is a phonics resource published by the Department for Education and Skills in
2007. It aims to build children's speaking and listening skills in their own right as well as to prepare
children for learning to read and write by developing their phonic knowledge and skills. It sets out a
detailed and systematic programme for teaching phonic skills for children enabling them to become
fluent readers and writers.
There are six overlapping phases. The table below is a summary based on the Letters and Sounds
guidance for Practitioners and Teachers. The Year groups listed in brackets suggest the age that
children are taught each phase, but some children will progress more rapidly than others and so this
is fluid.
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For more detailed information, visit the Letters and Sounds website.
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letter
s_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf

Your child’s teacher completes regular assessments of your child’s progress and so will be able to
inform you if they have completed a particular phonic stage. It is important that children do not rush
through the different phases until they are ready to move on, as they need to consolidate their
phonic knowledge to prevent misconceptions forming.
We use lots of fun activities and games to teach your child phonics some of which you may have
seen during parents “drop in “ sessions. If you would like to access free online activities for parents
and children to play together you might enjoy using the Phonics Play resource used in school please
just follow the link : http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm
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